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Science Communication 101 - Motivation for publishing 

So let’s say you have Motivation for Writing. Now, why would you like to publish it?  

For an ‘accomplished’ researcher, publishing is the ‘final step’. Imagine that you have 

applied for funding, got the funding, done your research, you found ‘something funny’. 

Now what was the point of it all?  

The ‘point’ is to share your results that will be a piece of scientific puzzle. A quote from 

an academic: 

“We don’t work as isolated individuals. I write with a sense of what the key issues are, 

what the unresolved problems and questions are, and try to make a contribution to the 

field, which will more the debate forward. So that’s what makes me decide to write 

what I write about.” 

As students, we might not be able to write ‘on the same level’ as the articles in 

scientific journals as those journals are for scientist who spent years on conducting 

their research, writing it up and publishing it. So to scale the publishing level down we 

are going to discuss publishing in magazines and blogs.  

Question 1. – Is publishing scary? 

The first thought that might come to your mind could be that you are a bad writer or 

that you are exposing yourself to people’s judgement.  

First of all, if you are passionate about your topic – you already have ‘a neck’ for writing 

about it. Writing is a skill which means that it is developed. You will probably read your 

very first article holding your head a couple years afterwards. That is how it should be.  

Secondly, this exercise is just for you. It is not about thinking what the others will write 

and how they will write. At the end, you will be holding a magazine and the people 

you will want to talk to will be the ones whose article captivated you. I and all your 

lecturers, classmates want you to succeed. This is the ideal environment to start 

publishing.  
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Question 2. What is the best thing about publishing?  

When you publish your article, you can have a look back at it in print. It makes such a 

big difference. I usually write something, early in the morning for the GOES magazine, 

ask people to read it through. We change bits and then a couple of weeks later when 

I see a hard copy, I realise that ‘this is how I should not write in the future’ or see that 

‘well, that sentence worked’. It is a learning process. 

The best thing is when you have your work in your hand. There is nothing like it.  

 

Question 3. How to get started?  

Every publisher has their own ‘house style’ that they clearly describe in their guides. 

Check out the following guides: 

BlueSci   Conservation Evidence   Nature   The Guardian     Elsevier     Science    PLOS 

One    BES 

You can read our guide here 

Make sure you read the guide before starting to write. Familiarize yourself with what 

type of articles there are, what the house-style is and how to structure it and what 

style you should be aiming for.  

There is a GoogleDocs form that everyone should fill out in order to avoid overlapping 

articles within our class.  

You will read this again and again that I cannot help you if you do not ask! So please 

get in touch with me before writing and reading these guides will help you!  

 

To sum up why publishing is important I quote Piel Garret: 

“Science is dead without publishing” 

http://bluesci.soc.srcf.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BlueSci-First-Editor-Guidelines-2011.pdf
http://www.conservationevidence.com/resource/download/4
http://www.nature.com/nature/authors/gta/
http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2004/07/15/styleguidepdfjuly2004.pdf
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/11-steps-to-structuring-a-science-paper-editors-will-take-seriously
https://www.sciencemag.org/authors/science-information-authors
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/BES-Guide-to-Getting-Published.pdf
file://///anglia.local/fs/StudentsHome/BK323/My%20Documents/My%20Desktop/BSB/Writing%20Guideline_First.docx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_t4LH1HKoZyK8nAm4Vk9GGc58jAnDoiLOJLT3eJ0QBE/edit?usp=sharinghtmlfile/Shell/Open/Command

