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Writing Guideline for Being a Sustainable Scientist 

Welcome! 

Hopefully now you have read Motivation for Writing and Motivation for Publishing 

and now you are ready to start.  

First: have a think what kind of article would you like 

Here is a list of different categories and please keep in mind that we need to focus on 

Sustainability. As it is a very versatile concept – it is easy to link up any of your topic 

with ‘the bigger picture’ and ‘its future’.  

History (500 words): Developments made over the years is important to know in 

science. Many breakthroughs happened in very unusual ways that can be a great topic 

to discuss. Where did we start (e.g. Agriculture) and how did we get to where we are 

today (e.g. drones for imaging)?  

Science and Policy (500 words): How did some policies help or maybe set back 

different kinds of research? Are policies based on good research? Feel free to expand 

this topic discussing economics and public engagement (e.g. vaccines).  

‘Out of Office’ (600 words): Give an insight what goes on outside a lab or a computer 

desk. Volcanos, oceans, jungles… What is it really to be out there, what are the 

challenges and how do scientist adopt?  

Innovation (400 words): Have you heard of a good cause, petition, organisation, event 

or tool in science/ conservation that makes you say ‘wow’? Do further research on it 

and share it! For example: what do think of this exercise..? 

Interviews (600 words): Have you ever had the urge to ask someone hundreds of 

questions because it can help your studies/ career/ development? Or you just think 

that a person is working on a ‘cool’ project? Let’s hear it! A question-answer format is 

great but please contact me to arrange an interview – it is just important to approach 

people in the right way and have your questions planned out well.  
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Reviews (300 words): Have you read a great book, seen a great documentary or 

played a great game that definitely got your attention (and relates to science, 

conservation or sustainability)? Get your classmates to read it/ see it too! 

Technology (400 words): Is it a blessing or a curse..? Have you read about some 

amazing deep sea diving probes or how to track beetles day and night? It always puts 

technology into perspective if you can also find out their costs! 

One Graph (100 words): For those who dare – when an article pops up on social media 

or you are flipping through a magazine, one single graph can grab your eyes and it 

‘says it all’. So why not try to have a look at a bit of data (e.g. CO2 emissions, number 

of studies done on one species/field of study etc) and wake the reader up?  

One Illustration (100 words): Again for those who dare – have you figured out how to 

explain or describe a simple theory/ system and it will help others to understand it? 

Let us see it! You can also work together with another classmate to add to their article. 

Artists: the page is yours – paint, sketch, illustrate an organism, label it and voila!  

 Weird and Wonderful (500 words): Aren’t slugs or dung beetles just fascinating? It is 

great to be a nerd, here is your chance to show a new perspective of something that 

might not seem normal to a ‘public citizen’.  

Lastly: 

Sharing your own experience (600 words): Proceed with caution! This category can 

be the best but it is also a ‘slippery slope’. Please remember to be careful with 

superfluous adjectives and have a think… Most of the readers (your classmates and 

lecturers) already know that it is amazing and overwhelming when you get to dive with 

sharks or make friends with lions… So try to put it into context and be specific about 

your sampling and activities and have references! 

Please fill out this survey about your topic and feel free to comment or ask any 

questions: https://www.getfeedback.com/r/K7g7wr5y/  
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